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Oscar Predictions via Feinberg 
Forecast: Updated Post-‘Joker’ Bomb, 
‘Blitz’ Debut and International 
Deadline 
The Hollywood Reporter's executive editor (awards) shares his assessment of the race — now 
including 20 categories, with the addition of best makeup/hairstyling, sound and visual effects. 

October 10, 2024 By Scott Feinberg 

The 62nd New York Film Festival has been chugging along and A note from Scott: 

will wrap up on Monday. But the main topic of discussion in Hollywood at the 

moment is the crashing and burning of Warners’ Joker: Folie à Deux : How was it 

allowed to be made? How much money will it end up losing? And who will be the fall guy(s) 

for it? But for our purposes, I’m curious to see if the film — which is clearly D.O.A. in the best 

picture, director and adapted screenplay Oscar races — can survive as a contender in any 

categories. 

It seems to me that Joker: Folie à Deux ’s performances and below-the-line work are no less 

impressive than the original Joker ’s. That film, just five years ago, received, in addition to best 

picture, director and adapted screenplay noms, noms for best actor, cinematography, 
costume design, film editing, makeup/hairstyling, original score, sound editing and sound 
mixing, and won for its score. So why would the branches that nominate work in those fields 

punish the people who contributed to the new film for its overall shortcomings? Or might 
they not? 
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I’ve been wondering the same thing about another Warners film, Furiosa: A Mad Max Saga , 

the sequel to 2015’s Mad Max: Fury Road . The earlier film received, in addition to picture and 

director noms, noms for best cinematography, costume design, film editing, 

makeup/hairstyling, production design, sound editing, sound mixing and visual effects, and 

won six of those. The work in those areas on the newer film, in many cases done by the same 
people, is not of a markedly different quality and certainly is not to blame for the newer film’s 

overall shortcomings. 

I guess what it boils down to is whether or not voters in those branches want to nominate 
the best work that was done in their fields, or the best work that was done in their fields in a 

film that they liked overall. They are supposed to do the former, but, being human, may well 

do the latter. We shall see. 
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In other news, Apple’s Blitz opened the London Film Festival on Wednesday night. Its overall 

Rotten Tomatoes score is 94 percent, but some of the most influential publications, including 

THR and Variety , were decidedly mixed on it. I found ’s film to be very well Steve McQueen 
made from a directing, crafts and technical standpoint, but with a plot that’s a bit old- 

fashioned, which may somewhat limit its overall prospects. 

With Blitz having shown its cards, there are now only a handful of awards hopefuls that have 

yet to screen or that I have seen and cannot yet write about: Searchlight’s A Complete 
Unknown , Paramount’s Gladiator II , Sony’s Here , Warners’ Juror No. 2 , Focus’ Nosferatu and 

Universal’s Wicked . That status will change very soon for Gladiator II (Oct. 18) and Juror No. 2 

(Oct. 27), and in the near future for the others as well. 
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The deadline for countries to submit a film for the best international feature Oscar race 

passed on Oct. 2. Word is still dripping out about which film some countries chose to enter 

— in the last week we have learned about entries from South Africa, Bangladesh, Singapore 
and Thailand, among others, and it turns out that Venezuela replaced its original choice. But 

as of now, as is reflected below in the updated chart for the category, I am counting 86 

submissions, which would be only slightly down from last year, when 92 countries submitted 
a film and 88 of those films were found to be eligible. 

Looking ahead, this coming weekend will mark the wide debuts of Briarcliff/Rich Spirit’s The 

Apprentice and Focus’ animated/documentary feature Piece by Piece and the limited 

openings of Greenwich’s Carville: Winning Is Everything and Apple’s The Last of the Sea 

Women . Meanwhile, Neon’s Anora , one of the buzziest films at Cannes and the fall film fests, 

is gearing up for its limited release the weekend after that. With all of its principal talent in 

tow, it screened at the Academy in L.A. on Oct. 6 and for another audience of L.A.-based 

Academy members on Oct. 7, and will screen at the Academy in New York on its opening day. 
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You can bookmark this URL and return to it at any time to see my latest Please remember: 
picks — I intend to update it once a week, usually on Mondays. Think of me like a 

meteorologist — my aim is to correctly predict what will happen, not to advocate for what I 

think should happen. My picks are arrived at by screening films, consulting with voters, 

analyzing campaigns and studying results of past seasons. I do not rank things that I have 

not seen, because doing so is just silly. And now for my current forecast… 
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Archived forecasts 

• Sept. 6, 2024 

• Sept. 17, 2024 

• Sept. 30, 2024 

You May Like 

Discover 

George Clooney Taunts Trump in Response to Ex-President’s “Get Out of Politics” Remark Here Are 29 of the Coolest Gifts for This 2024 Donald Trump Fumes Over “Fake and Classless” Biopic ‘The Apprentice’ Cardiologists: Teaspoon On An Empty Stomach Slims Waist From 36 To 21 Jeff Glor Departing CBS News as Paramount Layoffs Hit Division 

Consumerbags Shop Now Rising Health Trends Learn More 

Social Security Recipients Under $2,384/mo These Barefoot Shoes are Leaving Neuropathy This Is The Highest Rated Hearing Aid In The US 
Now Entitled To 12 "Kickbacks" In October (Tap Experts Baffled hear.com | Sponsored 

Barefoot Vitality | Sponsored ThePenniSaver | Sponsored Read Now 

CNN Town Hall: Donate now Amazon's Worst Nightmare: Thousands Top Dermatologist Begs Patients to Throw Away 
Canceling Prime for This Clever Hack This Household Item Harris Victory Fund | Sponsored Donate Now 

Coupon Code Finder | Sponsored Blissy | Sponsored Learn More 

Read More About: 
academy awards academy awards 2025 Awards Feinberg Forecast Oscars 
Oscars 2025 

THR Newsletters Subscribe 
Sign up for THR news straight to your inbox every day 

More from The Hollywood Reporter 

Heat Vision Heat Vision Golden Globes 

Josh Brolin Joining Glen Powell as Justin Long, Jermaine Fowler, CM Golden Globes Close Calls 
Villain in Edgar Wright’s ‘The Punk Starring in Horror Thriller Decided: ‘Anora,’ The Apprentice,’ 
Running Man’ ‘Night Patrol’ (Exclusive) ‘Heretic,’ ‘A Real Pain,’ Others 

Stake Claims As Dramas or 

Musical/Comedies (Exclusive) 

Heat Vision M3GAN SCAD Savannah Film Festival 

‘Caddo Lake’ Filmmakers Celine ‘M3GAN’ Writer Akela Cooper to SCAD Savannah Film Fest: Kevin 
Held & Logan George on M. Adapt Hollywood Horror Comic Costner Tapped for Legend of 

Night Shyamalan’s Career- ‘The Lot’ (Exclusive) Cinema Award (Exclusive) 
Altering Investment: “It Felt Like 
a Prank” 

You may also like 
Most Popular 

Diddy's Former Bodyguard Claims JAY-Z Hid 
From 2Pac In Las Vegas Hotel Room Before 
Concert 

Valkyries See Bueckers Chance Fade as WNBA 
Sets Draft Slot VP Kamala Harris Rita Ora Tears Up The Best Yoga Mats BMW Says the E.U.’s 

Debunks Rumors Performing Liam for Any Practice, Combustion Engine 
Regarding Janet And Payne Duet After According to Ban Is ‘No Longer 
Michael Jackson: “It’s Death: ‘I Can’t Even Instructors Realistic’ Serena Williams & Alexis Ohanian Just Not True” Sing This Right Now’ 

7 months ago 6 hours ago Shared the First Photo of Baby Adira’s Face & 
5 hours ago 6 hours ago 

Fans Agree on One Major Detail 

Acclaimed Photojournalist Paul Lowe Dies 

After Being Stabbed in California 

Subscriber Support The Hollywood Legal Follow Us 
Reporter 

Get the Magazine Terms of Use Facebook 
About Us Customer Service Privacy Policy Instagram 
Media Kit 

Back Issues AdChoices 
X 

Careers 
E-edition Access 

YouTube Contact Us 

Accessibility 

Newsletter Sign Up Have a Tip? 

Send us a tip using our anonymous form. Subscribe 


