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Oscar Predictions via Feinberg Forecast: Updated 
Standings as ‘Gladiator II’ and ‘Wicked’ Join Race 
The Hollywood Reporter's executive editor (awards) shares his assessment of 20 categories. 

October 22, 2024 By Scott Feinberg 

It’s been an exciting week as two of the last major Oscar A note from Scott: 

hopefuls that had not yet been screened for pundits finally showed their hands: 
Universal’s Wicked on Oct. 16 and Paramount’s Gladiator II on Oct. 18. Both the 

adaptation of the hit Broadway musical and the sequel to the best picture Oscar winner of 24 

years ago went over extremely well and, as you can see below in my updated forecast, seem 
poised to be major contenders for best picture and across many other categories. 

Additionally, Netflix’s very original musical Emilia Pérez screened for L.A.-based Academy 
members on Oct. 20 ahead of its Oct. 21 L.A. premiere, with all of its principal talent in tow 
for both. It will begin its limited theatrical release on Nov. 1 and then screen for New York- 

based Academy members on Nov. 8. 

Meanwhile, Golden Globes submission paperwork, in which studios/filmmakers are asked to 

enter each film as either a drama or a musical/comedy, is not due until Nov. 4. But THR 
exclusively confirmed the classification preferences for every contender except The 
Substance on Oct. 17, which was still being debated — and then confirmed that film’s 

placement on Oct. 21. 

Finally, tons of contending films and talent are out on the film fest circuit at the moment: 
Middleburg just wrapped up, with Focus’ Conclave (which will open wide on Friday) and 
Paramount’s September 5 tying for the audience award. Newport Beach is currently 

underway, and I’ll be recording Awards Chatter episodes in front of audiences there with 

on Tuesday night and on Wednesday night. And the SCAD Ewan McGregor Peter Sarsgaard 
Savannah Film Festival will kick off on Saturday, with literally dozens of big names heading 
south to collect honors. 
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We are exactly two weeks away from Election Day, just over five weeks away from 
Thanksgiving and 131 days away from the 97th Academy Awards . So fasten your seatbelts: It 

could be a bumpy ride! 

P.S.: Don’t miss our new episodes of the podcast with two terrific performers and lovely 

people whose journeys to this year’s Oscar race could be movies in and of themselves: Joan 
, star of Focus’ Dìdi , and , star of A24’s Sing Sing . Chen Colman Domingo 

You can bookmark this URL and return to it at any time to see my latest Please remember: 
picks — I intend to update it once a week, usually on Mondays. Think of me like a 

meteorologist — my aim is to correctly predict what will happen, not to advocate for what I 

think should happen. My picks are arrived at by screening films, consulting with voters, 

analyzing campaigns and studying results of past seasons. I do not rank things that I have 
not seen, because doing so is just silly. And now for my current forecast … 
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