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Oscar Predictions via Feinberg 
Forecast: Scott’s Thoughts and Updated 
Picks Amid a Flurry of Awards 
The Hollywood Reporter's executive editor (awards) shares his latest assessment of 20 

categories. 

December 4, 2024 By Scott Feinberg 

On the heels of a Thanksgiving long-weekend during which A note from Scott: 

Disney’s Moana 2 debuted atop the box office with a $225 million haul (the 

animated feature smashed numerous records ), followed by solid second-week 
showings from Universal’s Wicked ($118 million) and Paramount’s Gladiator II ($45 million), a 

bevy of awards groups have begun to weigh in. 

The Gotham Awards — which are determined by small juries of film critics — took place in 

New York on Dec. 2 , and A24’s A Different Man , which stars as a man with Sebastian Stan 

facial disfigurement, won the top honor, best feature. Two prizes apiece went to 

Amazon/MGM’s Nickel Boys (best director for and best breakthrough performer RaMell Ross 
for ) and A24’s Sing Sing (best leading performance for Brandon Wilson Colman Domingo 
and best supporting performance for ). Other winners included Clarence Maclin 
Janus/Sideshow’s All We Imagine As Light (best international feature), the distributor-less No 
Other Land (best documentary feature) and Netflix’s His Three Daughters (best screenplay). 

Meanwhile, the film that came in to the evening with the most noms, Neon’s Anora , left 

emptyhanded. 

Special Gotham awards — negotiated in advance of the show to guarantee some star-power 
in the room — were presented to and , lead actor and Timothée Chalamet James Mangold 
co-writer/director, respectively, of Searchlight’s A Complete Unknown ; , lead Angelina Jolie 

actress of Netflix’s Maria ; , lead actress of Amazon/MGM’s Challengers ; Zendaya Denis 

, director of Dune: Part Two ; and the casts of Netflix’s The Piano Lesson , including Villeneuve 

and , and Sing Sing . John David Washington Danielle Deadwyler 

On Dec. 3, the New York Film Critics Circle, a club of New York-based film critics that has 

been giving out awards for almost as long as the film Academy (90 years versus 97), met to 

select — and divulged via Twitter — its winners for this year . A24’s The Brutalist was picked 
as best film, and its star, , was chosen as best actor. Also winning two awards Adrien Brody 
was Nickel Boys (best director for Ross and best cinematography for ). Jomo Fray 
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Other NYFCC winners included Anora (best screenplay for ), All We Imagine As Sean Baker 
Light (best international film), No Other Land (best nonfiction film), Sideshow/Janus’s Flow 
(best animated film), (best actress for Bleecker Street’s Hard Marianne Jean-Baptiste 
Truths ), (best supporting actor for Searchlight’s A Real Pain ) and, most Kieran Culkin 

unexpectedly, (best supporting actress for Sony Classics’s Between the Temples ). Carol Kane 
Kane, 72, was a best supporting actress Oscar nominee 49 years ago for Hester Street and 
subsequently became a TV character actress on shows ranging from Taxi to Unbreakable 
Kimmy Schmidt . 

But no day was busier than Dec. 4. It began with Film Independent — an LA-based 
organization of film enthusiasts — announcing its nominees for the Spirit Awards . Anora and 
A24’s I Saw the TV Glow co-led the field with six noms each, including, for both, best feature 

(in which they will compete against Nickel Boys , Sing Sing and Mubi’s The Substance ), 

director, lead performance, supporting performance and the Producers Award. His Three 
Daughters was tapped for the Robert Altman Award, which goes to a film’s director, casting 

director and ensemble cast, and takes them out of the running for individual recognition. 
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That afternoon, the National Board of Review — a New York-based organization of film 

enthusiasts — announced its winners . The biggest was Wicked , which was chosen for best 

film, best director ( ) and NBR Spotlight Award ( and Jon M. Chu Cynthia Erivo Ariana 

). Others included (best actor for A24’s Queer ), (best Grande Daniel Craig Nicole Kidman 
actress for A24’s Babygirl ), Culkin (best supporting actor for A Real Pain ), (best Elle Fanning 
supporting actress for A Complete Unknown ), Focus’s Conclave (best ensemble), Mikey 

(breakthrough performance for Neon’s Anora ), Hard Truths (best original Madison 
screenplay for ), Sing Sing (best adapted screenplay for and Mike Leigh Clint Bentley Greg 

), Flow (best animated feature), No Other Land (NBR Freedom of Expression Award), Kwedar 
Neon’s The Seed of the Sacred Fig (best international film), Nat Geo’s Sugarcane (best 

documentary) and Focus’s Nosferatu (best cinematography for ). Jarin Blaschke 
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And in-between the two, The Hollywood Reporter held its annual Women in Entertainment 
breakfast . In a Beverly Hills Hotel ballroom that was jam-packed with the most powerful 
women in the biz, Kidman was presented with the Leadership Award by Sherry Lansing 

; , one of the supporting actresses in Netflix’s Emilia Pérez , was Laura Dern Selena Gomez 
presented with the Equity in Entertainment Award by ; , Molly Shannon Jennifer Lawrence 
an executive producer of Apple’s Bread & Roses and the distributor-less Zurawksi v. Texas , 

was joined by the subject of Zurawski v. Texas , , to present several Amanda Zurawski 
scholarships to young women who participated in the WIE Mentorship Program, while 

, lead actress in Netflix’s The Six Triple Eight , presented several others. Kerry Washington 

One thing to keep in mind while digesting all of this: virtually none of the people who 
determined the results of any of the aforementioned awards actually make movies, whereas 
virtually all of the people who vote for the Oscars do. This early recognition certainly can’t 

hurt the Oscar prospects of the films that received it — it will hopefully get a bunch of people 
to watch A Different Man , Nickel Boys , All We Imagine as Light , No Other Land , Flow , His Three 
Daughters and I Saw the TV Glow who otherwise wouldn’t have. But it certainly doesn’t spell 

Oscars doom for films that didn’t get a lot of attention, like Emilia Pérez (totally shut out of 

the NBR Awards, not even a best international film Spirit Award nom, etc.), Conclave (just 

that best ensemble NBR Award) and Paramount’s September 5 (only a film editing Spirit 

Award nom). After all, it was only seven years ago that The Shape of Water went entirely 

unrecognized by the early awards groups, but still won the best picture Oscar. 
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Also, in case you’re wondering, here are the films that will be having their first official 

screenings for Academy members over the coming days: in L.A., The Brutalist and September 
5 on Dec. 7 and A Complete Unknown and Nosferatu on Dec. 8, and in New York, Hard Truths 

on Dec. 5 and Conclave on Dec. 6 — all accompanied by their principal creative talent. In 

other words, things are still very fluid. 

You can bookmark this URL and return to it at any time to see my latest Please remember: 
picks — I intend to update it once a week, usually on Mondays. Think of me like a 

meteorologist — my aim is to correctly predict what will happen, not to advocate for what I 

think should happen. My picks are arrived at by screening films, consulting with voters, 

analyzing campaigns and studying the results of past seasons. I do not rank things that I have 
not seen, because doing so is just silly. And now for my current forecast… 
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